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LANGUAGE IS A RESOURCE, LEARNING A RIGHT.

ANNOTATION ROUTINES

Using systematic marks and codes to make meaning from complex texts

(Quick lake|

Annotation routines are structured ways for students to mark, label, and interact with text to
support comprehension and academic thinking. They make thinking visible, reduce cognitive
load, and help MLs process complex texts independently.

Key ideas:

e Annotation = active reading
e Visual marks support meaning-making
e Routines build independence over time

Research shows that structured annotation significantly improves comprehension, vocabulary
retention, and content mastery, especially for MLs navigating dense academic texts.

assroom Snapshot

World History: Hammurabi’s Code

Polyglot Practice
Students annotate a short excerpt using a 3-mark system: Choose a short paragraph from your
lesson. Have students annotate using any
language that helps them make sense of

° Important idea the text. Model how one annotation
[ ] Confusing or unclear reveals the key idea or reading move. Ask
° Connection to something we learned students QERCEERGMES that  multilingual

annotation into one clear English sentence
that explains the idea.

Teacher models the first paragraph:

e Think-aloud to show how to choose a mark
e Highlight key vocabulary to support comprehension
® Sketch a quick margin icon to support meaning



Students then annotate independently and discuss in pairs:

Al + Digital Tools

e ‘I marked this witha because...”

“ o R 1.Use digital annotation
® “lputa here because | didn’t understand...

tools (Xodo, Adobe,
Kami)

Result: Students engage deeply with the text and arrive at
2.Use Al to generate

discussion prepared with evidence and questions. .
vocabulary previews

before reading
3.Use color-coded
highlights for claims,
evidence, reasoning
4.Use collaborative
annotation platforms
(Hypothes.is)

mplementation Notes

Provide clear symbols and meanings

Model annotation with a think-aloud

Start with short, manageable texts

Use color-coding for vocabulary, claims, evidence
Pair annotation with discussion prompts to support
talk

Try This Tomorrow
Pick one short text for tomorrow’s lesson. Give
students two simple annotation marks and allow
notes in any language. Ask them to turn one
annotated idea into a clear English sentence that
explains the meaning.

Build predictable routines:

e “Make your annotations clear with color.” e “Explain your marks to a partner.”

Pro Tips Pitfalls & Fixes

Teach students to annotate before, during,
and after reading

Provide leveled annotation guides for
different proficiency levels >>Fix: Provide discussion prompts + visual cues

Pitfall: Only advanced students annotate
meaningfully

Encourage students to annotate in any for newcomers
language that supports understanding
Use annotations to get to summarizing

Pitfall: Teachers skip modeling

>>Fix: Think-alouds dramatically improve
comprehension




Adaptations for ML Profiles
Newcomers LTELs Advanced MLs
® Use bilingual annotations ® Annotate for academic e Annotate for author’s craft,

® Provide icons for key ideas
® Allow partner talk in home °
languages before English

What the Research Says

@ Structured annotation increases access and participation

(Echevarria, Vogt & Short, 2017).

® Reducing cognitive load through visual cues improves

retention (Sweller, 2011).

eadgaersnip_Lens

Leaders should see...

Consistent and purposeful annotating
Teachers modeling annotation with think-alouds
Anchor charts of annotation symbols & routines
Annotation used across all content areas

Systems Impact

Higher comprehension

Stronger academic vocabulary

More confident participation

Better writing quality through clearer
comprehension

Accelerated English development

vocabulary and text structure
Use annotation prompts for
precision (“This suggests ...")

bias, or argument structure
® Use annotations to support
analytical writing

Annotation makes learning visible and supports
comprehension (Fisher & Frey, 2014).

Scaffolded annotation strengthens language
development and academic processing (Gibbons, 2015).

Building Teacher Capacity

Co-plan annotation routines for upcoming texts
Analyze with videos modeling + student use

Build shared tools:

O annotation symbols, leveled guides

O vocabulary previews, discussion stems
Facilitate PLC discussions on how annotation
supports content mastery + English development

Why This Matters
Annotation routines turn reading into an
active, multilingual process that leads to
deeper comprehension and clearer English
expression.
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